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How vast then is the negative evil, which, in addition
to the positive evils before enumerated, this meddling
policy entails on us! How many are the grievances men
bear, from which they would otherwise be free! Who is
there that has not submitted to injuries rather than run the
risk of heavy law-costs? Who is there that has not aban-
doned just claims rather than " throw good money after
bad"? Who is there that has not paid unjust demands
rather than withstand the threat of an action ? Who is
there that cannot point to property that has been alienated
from his family from lack of funds, or courage to fight for
it ? Who is there that has not a relation ruined by a law-
suit ? Who is there that does not know a lawyer who has
grown rich on the hard earnings of the needy and the
savings of the oppressed ? Who is there that cannot
name a once wealthy man who has been brought by legal
iniquities to the workhouse or the lunatic asylum ? Who
is there that has not, within his own personal knowledge,
evidence of the great extent to which the badness of our
judicial system vitiates our whole social life: renders
almost every family poorer than it would otherwise be;
hampers almost every business transaction; inflicts daily
anxieties on every trader ? And all this continual loss
of property, time, temper, comfort, men quietly submit
to from being absorbed in the pursuit of impracticable
schemes which eventually bring upon them other losses of
kindred nature.

ISTay, the case is even worse. It is distinctly proveable
that many of these evils, about which so great an outcry
is raised, and to cure which special Acts of Parliament are
so loudly invoked, are themselves produced by the dis-
graceful administration of our judicial system. For et-
anrple, it is well known that the horrors out of which our
sanitary agitators make political capital, are found in their
greatest intensity on properties that have been for a genera-